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The Netherlands’ propositions for the EU health agenda 2020-2025 
 
The EU needs a healthy population and a healthy workforce, safeguarded from (cross border) health 
and food safety threats. The Netherlands is convinced that therefore at least the health priorities 
mentioned below, should be part of the EU health agenda for the next five years. The patient's 
interest are of pivotal importance in this future agenda and should not be compromised by other 
interests. The Netherlands considers that in a new European Commission coherent and comprehensive 
policy-making should be strengthened, while respecting the competence of the member states.  
 
Better regulation 
- Finding structural European solutions for obstacles that local authorities encounter in EU procurement  
  procedures for social care services. 
It is important to keep the quality of care for our patients at the core of our policy. In the Netherlands, 
social care services have to a large extent been decentralized to the local level. In many cases social 
care services are provided by local private operators. Due to EU procurement rules, many local 
authorities have difficulties adopting the social care procurement policies they would like.  
We endeavor to solve problems that arise within the existing legislative framework. However, some of 
the more fundamental problems stemming from the EU public procurement directive are impossible to 
solve at national level. In order to find a structural solution to the obstacles that local authorities 
encounter in EU procurement procedures for social care services, The Netherlands will intensify 
discussions with other member states that face similar challenges and will keep working together with 
the European Commission on this topic with the aim to assess whether the social care sector can be 
exempted from the obligations laid down by EU legislation.  
 
Medicines and medical devices 
- Balancing the European legislative framework so that the right medicines become available at  
   realistic and sustainable prices. 
- Developing an European strategic approach to the vulnerability of the production- and distribution  
   process of medicinal products. 
 
It is of pivotal importance to improve the European system of access, availability and affordability 
of medicines. It is questionable whether public and private interests are currently correctly balanced. 
The EU should therefore seek to review its legislative framework over the coming years, respecting 
the competence of member states. The Dutch government intends to continue pressing for the 
adjustment of this balance of interests, fostering the development of innovative medicines that 
contribute to better care and quality of life, at realistic and socially sustainable prices, so that the 
benefits of these innovations are available to and affordable for all citizens. The functioning of the 
supplementary protection mechanisms that are specific for pharmaceutical products shall be looked at 
closely and adjusted accordingly. The results of the Commission’s evaluation of the legislation on 
medicines for children and rare diseases (medicines for special populations) will be very useful in this 
respect. In addition, the safety of online purchased medicinal products should have more attention.  
Shortages in medicinal products are an increasing problem in the European Union and a discussion 
on the vulnerability of the production and distribution of medicinal products is needed. The number of 
sites where active ingredients and finished products are manufactured has decreased over the last 
decades (e.g. concentration in certain countries), stocks of medicinal products have also decreased, as 
a result of which a disruption in production often results in a shortage for the European patients. This 
requires an EU and transnational strategic approach. 
Equal access to medicinal products that have a centralized marketing authorization, should be 
realized. These products should be available for all European patients. In practice however a lot of 
these medicinal products are not marketed in half of the European countries. The Netherlands will 
continue to argue that equal access should be pursued, for the benefit of the European patients. 
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Digital health 
- Realizing cross-border interoperability, based on existing models and solutions, whilst ensuring that 
the patient is kept central in these developments. 
Digital transformation is all about health care. The focus of European cooperation should be on digital 
health. A lack of interoperability is an impediment to cross-border electronic data exchange. The 
Netherlands proposes to actively collaborate with the European Commission and with the member 
states in a coalition of willing and doing – or in the eHealth Network - to address cross-border 
interoperability based on existing models and solutions ensuring that the patient is kept central in 
these developments. The Netherlands is not in favor of data held at central databases, but prefers for 
this data to be kept close to the source (contact between the care provider and the patient) 
supporting the decentralized collection of data. The Dutch government therefore emphasizes that data 
should adhere to the FAIR principle, meaning that data should be Findable, Accessible, Interoperable 
and Reusable. As this digital transformation comes at high costs, quite often because of long term 
investments schemes, the EU should play a role in accelerating the digital transformation of health 
care in the member states, for instance with matching financial instruments.  
 
Public health  
- Continuous prioritization at EU-level of antimicrobial resistance (AMR). 
The fight against antimicrobial resistance (AMR) requires continuous prioritization at EU-level.  
Because of the substantial differences in risks and threats of AMR between EU member states, the EU 
should play a pivotal role in supporting member states in adopting an integrated one health approach.   
Furthermore research needs to be stimulated.  
With regard to safeguarding public health, the Netherlands will seek close cooperation on the 
monitoring of infectious diseases such as tuberculosis and the approach adopted towards them at 
European level.  
 
Prevention 
- Realizing an independent more accurate measuring method for the emissions of cigarettes at EU-level  
- Expansion of the EU Tobacco Products Directive to nicotine based products (besides tobacco  
  products), should be considered. 
As for discouraging tobacco use The Netherlands urges the Commission to look into two important 
topics with regard to the evaluation of the revised Tobacco Products Directive (EC/2014/40). Smokers 
are inhaling much more tar, nicotine and carbon monoxide than they think. The tobacco industry is 
manipulating the filters of cigarettes by a method called filter ventilation (fake filters, or cheating 
cigarettes as they are called). The EU Tobacco Products Directive prescribes the use of the ISO 
method. The ISO method is therefore the wrong method for measuring the true emissions of 
cigarettes and should be replaced by a method that is independent and better reflects the actual 
exposure of smokers, such as the WHO Tobacco Laboratory Network methods. The Netherlands urges 
the Commission to propose the use of an independent more accurate measuring method whilst 
reviewing this Directive. Second, The Netherlands wants to raise the issue of novel/emerging tobacco 
products. We urge the Commission to take strict measures to ban/regulate these products now and 
prepare for future developments of these products and consider to expand the Directive to include 
nicotine based products besides tobacco products. 
 
Food and product safety should be kept at a high level of importance, in order to safeguard health 
protection of the European Consumers. It is essential that the internal market develops strong food 
safety system, with harmonized rules and swift cooperation whenever cross border incidents occur. 
Finally good collaboration at EU level in order to ban illegal and unsafe imports of foods and products, 
is key in order to be able to keep a high standard of food and product safety in the EU.  
 
The drug situation in the world is complex and more dynamic than ever. This is also reflected in the 
drug situation in the European Union. Drug availability is high and in some areas increasing and drug 
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use encompasses a wider range of substances than in the past. The use of illicit drugs is a recognized 
contributor to the global burden of disease. For the EU to respond to these challenges in an effective 
way and to contribute to a healthier and more secure Europe, we need for our policy and actions to be 
based on sound evidence. To achieve this EU member states and the Commission should work 
together to (1) continue the strong support including sufficient financial support for the work of the 
European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA), (2) have a clear and 
comprehensive new EU drugs strategy, and (3) have more funding for EU research in the area of 
drugs, including research on drug addiction, treatment and harm reduction, and on the health risks 
and benefits of different substances. On this last point as examples we refer to the European 
Parliament resolution on cannabis and to the promising research and clinical trials on MDMA-assisted 
psychotherapy for PTSD.   
 
The Netherlands would like to put emphasis on the need for more research in the area of mental 
health. For example, using data across borders to get a wider perspective and a bigger database, but 
also cooperating in research consortia facilitated by the European Union, to share knowledge and 
enlarge research possibilities etc. In addition, the Netherlands sees great added value exchanging best 
practices within the EU on mental health. When addressing mental health, we would like to pay 
attention to specific (vulnerable) groups such as youth, LHBTI, migrants with trauma and mental 
health problems. Also we would appreciate it if the EU continues her work on deinstitutionalization as 
this is a continuing issue and challenge for many member states including the Netherlands.  

In addition, demographic changes will challenge all EU member states which will have its impact on 
the sustainability of health care systems. In that perspective it is important that on the one hand 
specific diseases should get an integrated attention through coordinated research and innovative cure 
and care models and prevention. This approach will support active healthy aging in the future and 
help avoid the increase of Alzheimer and dementia, rare diseases and non-communicable diseases 
(NCD’s) in general. We therefore advocate healthy aging and dementia as research topic for the 
coming round of missions (2023) under the research programme Horizon Europa and we call attention 
to support the implementation of integrated national plans and exchange of expertise on this topic. 
We also call attention to the opportunities to stimulate and promote the development of a society that 
supports and accepts people with dementia as worthy members of society. 

 
 


