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Mr. President, 

I deliver this statement on behalf of the Benelux countries, 
Belgium, Luxembourg and my own country, the Netherlands. 

The Benelux countries aligns themselves with the statement just 
made by the European Union. 

I thank you, Mr. President, for reconvening this Emergency 
Special Session and for your statement. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
At the outset, let me repeat once again that the Benelux 
countries are unwavering in their support for Ukraine’s 
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity within its 
internationally recognized borders and its democratic freedom. 

We condemn in the strongest terms the aggression by the 
Russian Federation against Ukraine.  

As we today discuss the humanitarian situation in Ukraine, let’s 
be clear that Russia alone is responsible for this war and the 
humanitarian catastrophe it has caused.  

And it should stop immediately. As ordered by The International 
Court of Justice on the 16th of March with binding effect: (and I 
quote) “The Russian Federation shall immediately suspend the 
military operations that it commenced on 24 February 2022 in the 
territory of Ukraine”. 

There is no doubt about what needs to be done, and needs to be 
done immediately. 

Because Mr. President, 

The Russian war against Ukraine has resulted in untold suffering 
for the Ukrainian people. That’s were our focus is today: to put an 
end to that. The UN has verified that civilians are being attacked. 



We see images of women and children fleeing their homes, of  
thousands of people sheltering in metro stations. WHO has 
reported 43 attacks on hospitals, and even a maternity ward 
wasn’t safe.  

In Mariupol hundred thousand people remain trapped. They fear 
for their lives every day, every hour, every minute. They are 
stopped from moving to safer places, and are denied access to 
the assistance they so badly need. Humanitarian corridors are 
being negotiated but agreements are violated time and time 
again.  

12 million people in Ukraine are directly affected by the war. 
Some are not able to leave. Millions are deprived of food, 
electricity, water and health care. People are traumatized and 
need mental health care and psychosocial support.  

Millions more have fled the violence, 600.000 people over the 
past 4 days alone. And people continue to do so every single day, 
causing the largest refugee crisis in Europe since WWII. 

We commend the neighboring countries of Ukraine, including 
Poland, Romania, Hungary, Slovakia and Moldova for welcoming 
the millions of refugees and for stretching their reception capacity 
to its limits. 

Mr. President, 

My second point is to remind ourselves that another consequence 
of this war in the world’s breadbasket, with specific attacks on 
agricultural assets, is rising food insecurity .  

Not only in Ukraine, but in other parts of the world as well. People 
in already extremely vulnerable situations in Yemen and the Horn 
of Africa are fearing they might not be able to feed their families 
anymore. And there is a real danger of growing food and energy 



prices causing more economic and social instability around the 
globe putting more people at risk.  

Importantly, the Security Council in 2018 adopted resolution 
2417 exactly to highlight the link between armed conflict and 
conflict-induced food insecurity. Amongst others, it calls on all 
parties to refrain from attacking objects indispensable to the 
survival of the civilian population. This resolution was adopted 
unanimously is now more relevant than ever. 

Mr. President, 

My third point is on IHL. We now witness grave violations of IHL 
such as obstruction of aid and attacks on civilian infrastructure on 
a daily basis.  

And so, we are faced with another crisis. One of disrespect for the 
important gains in international law we have fought so hard for 
since the end of the First World War. From the Geneva 
Conventions and the First Additional Protocol thereto, to the 
Charter of the UN, all of these norms are being disregarded and 
tramples upon. 

We cannot afford to continue going down this road and see 
principles of humanitarian law rapidly becoming meaningless for the 
people they are supposed to protect and worthless for all of us that 
signed on to them. 

That is why the aggressor should be named and held accountable. 

Let’s be clear. The perpetrators of these crimes should realize 
that they are being watched and that evidence is being compiled 
with a view to their prosecution for the crimes they are 
committing. 

Mr. President, 

The Benelux countries stand ready to support the victims of the 
war in Ukraine. So we call upon all of you to support the cross 



regional resolution that has just been presented, entilted 
Humanitarian Consequences of the Agression against Ukraine. In 
financial terms, we also urge all donors to immediately pledge 
unearmarked, flexible and ADDITIONAL funds. Because we 
cannot look away from other crises that require our assistance. 
Crises that are already at risk of being exacerbated by the war in 
Ukraine. 

 

But Mr. President, 

There is a solution to stop this humanitarian crisis. There is only 
one party that chose to start this war. The same party can also 
decide to stop it. Now.  

 

Thank you Mr. President 


