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Dear Co-Chairs, 

 

Thank you for giving me the floor. I have the honor to speak on behalf of the 

three Benelux countries: Belgium, Luxembourg, and my own country, the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands.  

 

Let me start by thanking you for holding this first meeting of the 

intergovernmental negotiations on Security Council reform, and by assuring you 

of our full support for your efforts as co-chairs to advance this process.  

In your letter of 5 December 2022, you encouraged us to share our views on the 

intergovernmental negotiations process and on the cluster ‘Regional 

Representation’. 

Last time we held a discussion on these two topics was on 8 and 9 February 

2022. Two weeks later, the world woke up to the Russian Federation’s invasion 

of Ukraine, in blatant violation of the United Nations Charter and international 

law and norms. This act of aggression by a permanent member of the Security 

Council was also an attack on the international order and the rules-based 

system, which the Council is meant to uphold. And it called into question the 

ability of the Council to effectively carry out its mandate. 

Against this backdrop, we would like to provide our view on the two key topics 

identified for today’s discussion.  

1. On the IGN process. Process matters in the IGN, but outcome matters more. 

Especially at this critical juncture for the international rules-based order, the 

UN and multilateralism. This year, an even greater responsibility rests on all 

of us. A responsibility to listen, to compromise, to act in the interest of all, 

and to move the UN Security Council reform forward 



 

Therefore, we call for a shift to actual negotiations, based on a text, and 

geared toward achieving real breakthroughs. In addition, we call for 

increased transparency of the process, including through record keeping and 

webcasting. And by making documentation available on a dedicated website. 

 

The Benelux countries strongly support the Co-Chairs’ ‘Revised Elements 

Paper’, of 16 May 2022. We believe the revised elements paper provides a 

good basis for identifying more common ground and for conducting focused 

and text-based negotiations. A good basis indeed to take the 

Intergovernmental Negotiations forward during this session of the General 

Assembly.  

 

2. On regional representation. it is crucial that the Council becomes more 

representative of today’s world. The Benelux countries therefore support the 

convergence that developing countries, in particular African countries, 

should be better represented in the Security Council. Like many other 

Member States, we also believe that a greater representation of small and 

medium-sized Member States, including Small Island Developing States, is 

needed.  

 

As the points of convergence in the Elements Paper show, and as has also 

been pointed out in the Secretary-General’s report ‘Our Common Agenda’, 

there is a basis for moving towards better regional representation in the 

Council. And we fully support the ideas outlined both in the Paper and in the 

Secretary General’s report.  

 

In conclusion: 

Last year, was a year marked by many multi-faceted crises. Yet, it also showed 

that the international community can act when united around a shared 

determination to protect and uphold the international order and international 

rules-based system. The was best illustrated by the activation of the Uniting for 

Peace mechanism establishing an Emergency Special Session of the General 

Assembly on February 27, and by the adoption by consensus of the resolution 



that mandates the General Assembly to meet whenever a veto is cast in the 

Security Council on April 26.   

 

As these examples tell us, when we as an international community focus on the 

possibility rather than on the impossibility of the task ahead, we can achieve 

more. So, let’s keep our focus on what’s possible. Because we cannot afford 

business as usual this year. We look forward to working with you in that spirit. 

Because it is essential for the maintenance of international peace and security, 

for the relevance of the UN, for the future of multilateralism and so for all of us. 

I thank you. 

 


